VOL. 12, NO.5 


OREGON DEPARTMENT OF 


GREGON Depa ji)’ 
TRANSPORTATION ip 


ANSPORTATION 
MAY 1987 


‘Biggest celebration features shows, picnic 


National Transportation Week, 
May 11-17, will be ‘‘the biggest cel- 
ebration with the most displays 
ever,’”” said Lisa Flansberg, NTW 
Planning Committee co-chair. 

Flansberg, of Highway Division’s 
Accounting Section, and Highway 
Information Officer John Elliott, 
together with a statewide network 
of volunteers, have assembled a 
series of mall show celebrations to 
lead the NTW activities. 

Other NTW activities include a 
Picnic in the Park on May 13 at the 
State Capitol and a 10-kilometer 
run and two-mile run/walk at 
Salem’s Minto-Brown Island Park 
(see related story). 

Each mall display will be linked 
to the theme: ‘Think Safety.” 

More local public agencies and 
private transportation-related 
organizations will participate than 
ever before, according to 
Flansberg. 

Festivities begin at 10 a.m. May 
11 in Bend’s Mountain View Mall, 
according to Bob Harrison of the 
Highway Division's Region 4 office. 

Highlights include displays by 
Mothers Against Drunk Drivers; Air 
Life of Oregon; Bend Honda (on 
motorcycle safety); and city of Red- 
mond (on hazardous materials). 

Oregon State Police will have the 
“Seat belt Convincer.’’ Cap’n 


Beware, the beach safety bear, will 
make an appearance courtesy of 
the State Parks region office. The 
Motor Vehicles Division will con- 
nect one of its computers so that 
motorists can retrieve their driving 


SPRING CHORES--Ken Tschiegg 
cuts grass in the sunshine at Baldock 
Rest Area. Tschiegg is a highway 
maintenance worker 2 of the Dis- 
trict 3 Landscape Crew. 


PAGE Candid Comments: How 


do you think Oregonians 
3 feel about ODOT and its 
employees? 


PAGE | The delayed Highway Bill 
_ has slowed some summer 
onstruction projects in 


records from DMV’s data banks. 

Highway Division will feature a 
signing display, a model of a truck 
escape ramp and an air brake sys- 
tem display from the Weighmaster 
Unit. A large drill rig from the Geol- 
ogy Unit will be set up outside the 
mall. 

Mall activities will continue until 
8 p.m. 

NTW displays move to Med- 
ford’s Rogue Valley Mall May 13 for 


READYING FOR NTW--Sandy Coslow and Ann Gooley of the Public Transit 


two days, from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
each day, according to Tom Col- 
eman of the District 8 Highway 
Division office. 

Featured will be DMV’s com- 
puter and models of the award- 
winning truck escape ramp near 
Ashland and of the Mount Nebo 
construction project. 

A traffic signal and a lifesize air 
brake system will be on display, and 
both Parks and Highway divisions 


TS 


Division ready a display for a two-day showing at Salem’s Lancaster Mall. 
Public and private transportation-related organizations from throughout the 
state will participate in mall shows this month in celebration of National 


Transportation Week. 


Scholars fund, nearly full, 


stretches into ‘final lap’ 


The Glenn Jackson Scholars 
drive had achieved two-thirds of its 
goal for scholarships and funding as 
of press time. 

The employee fund drive ended 
April 15. 

And now, with just one third--or 
about $73,000--left to go, Fund 
Drive Chair Gary Potter believes 
the drive will extend into 1988. 

And no longer. 

“We're in the final lap, and 
now’s not the time to develop weak 
knees,” he said. ‘We've got to go 
for it.” 

Donations reached $177,580.64 
by mid-April, with T-shirt and 
sweatshirt sales ‘‘still going strong,’ 
Potter said. 

A breakdown of those donations 
include: 

e Employees and retirees have 
contributed about $31,600 to date, 
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The Parks Division hopes 
not to get burned in a 
debate over a camping 
surcharge. 


according to Potter. This figure 
does not include apparel sales or 
the bowling tournament. Retirees 
provided $1,055 of that figure. 

® The bowling tournament in 
April attracted 300 bowlers, or 60 
teams, and raised $1,980.64 for the 
scholars fund, according to Steve 
Ross, event chairman. The tourna- 
ment is sponsored annually by 
Motor Vehicles Division employ- 
ees. 
@ T-shirt and sweatshirt sales 
generated $4,000 for the scholars, 
as of press time. Cyndi Lennie, sales 
coordinator, said 425 T-shirts and 
350 sweatshirts had been sold. 

Potter said he expects Highway 
Division employees to place some 
T-shirt orders soon. Don Adams, 
assistant state highway engineer, 
recently announced that Highway 

See SCHOLARS, Page 3 


PAGE The Highway Division 
looks forward to its 75th 
birthday, coming up in 
1988. 


will have information booths. 

The public will also be told of 
recreation opportunities by the 
local park district and of Jackson 
County’s vegetation control project 
by the county road department. 
There will also be displays by the 
Rogue Valley Transit District; the 
valley’s Council of Governments; 
and Mercy Flights, a local emer- 
gency medical flight service. 

The La Grande Plaza will host a 
NTW show from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
May 14, according to Dolph 
Dowdy, Highway Division's Region 
5 safety officer. 

See CELEBRATION, Page 3 


"87 NTW: 
Picnic, 10K 
run, more 


In addition to mall shows, 
Salem’s National Transporta- 
tion Week celebration will fea- 
ture two special events--a 
noontime Picnic in the Park at 
the State Capitol and a 10-kilo- 
meter race at Minto-Brown 
Island Park. 

Tentative plans call for the 
TransTooters, ODOT’s own 
dixieland jazz band, to kick off 
the Picnic in the Park at 11:30 
a.m. May 13. 

ODOT Director Bob Both- 
man will make opening remarks 
at noon and will introduce 
Transportation Commission 
Chairman Mike Hollern and 
other dignitaries, according to 
Lisa Flansberg, co-chair of the 
NTW Planning Committee. 

Gov. Neil Goldschmidt has 
been invited to help honor 
department employees who 
have saved people’s lives at 
accident scenes, Flansberg said. 

There also will be a demon- 
stration of Sepak Takraw, the 
national game of Malaysia, 
according to Virginia Carey, 
ODOT business partnership 
coordinator. Malaysia’s 
national team will appear cour- 
tesy of Malaysia Airlines and 
the Judson Middle School/ 
ODOT Business Partnership 
Program. 

In Takraw, three players kick 
a rattan ball over a low net 
using soccer and martial arts 
skills. Carey compared the 
sport to ‘Bruce Lee playing vol- 
leyball with his feet.” 

See RUN, Page 3 


A message from 


the director .... 
SEL SET 


The excitement and enthusiasm generated by ODOT employees 
during the Jackson Scholars campaign has been tremendous. 

We filled a bowling alley for a full day with a lot of ODOT 
employees and their families, retirees, friends and a few non- 
bowlers (like myself). What was really great was that we all shared 
in the purpose of raising funds for the Jackson Scholars. 

T-shirt and sweatshirt sales have exceeded even Fund Chairman 
Gary Potter’s expectations. It’s fun to see employees wearing them 
on the job, at the bowling tournament and on the streets of Salem. 
Cynthia Ford, a member of the Transportation Commission, picked 
out four different colors of sweatshirts after the April commission 
meeting. 

I suppose I feel more 
involved with this program now 
than I have ever before. When I 
see our employees support the 
program as we have--and help 
send their peers’ children 
through college--I’m reassured 
ODOT is one of Oregon’s top 
state agencies. 

Thanks to all those who 
organized the many events, to 
those who contributed to the 
fund, and to all the department 
employees, friends and family 
members who participated. 

The next big event that 
invites ODOT participation is 
National Transportation Week, 

May 11-17. 

Lots of activities are planned throughout Oregon, including mall 
shows and the first-ever Picnic in the Park--in Salem’s Willson Park. 
The picnic will include a performance by the Judson Middle School 
student band and talks by Gov. Neil Goldschmidt and 
Transportation Commission members. 

One of the interesting things planned for this year isa 
demonstration by the Malaysian National Takraw Team. They are 
traveling to Oregon just for this event, sponsored by ODOT and 
Judson. 

The team will demonstrate their sport for Salem area students, 
parents and ODOT employees at Judson in the evenings. Everyone 
should at least take a look at this fantastic sport--it’s something like 
volleyball, but played with the feet. 


TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 


After the April commission meeting, | sensed a success in that 
day and a half. Our new commission seems willing to get involved 
with ODOT’s activities--meeting with user groups, local and 
government groups and constituents--and that’s really a joy to me. 

We are progressing well on our presentation of some 25 
workshop topics, and have been recently concentrating on the 
Motor Vehicles Division. Eric Blackledge, who led the governor’s 
transition team for DMV, is helping to spur Motor Vehicles’ efforts. 

Our dinner meetings with the Oregon Transit Association, 
including board members from several transit districts in Oregon, 
have gone extremely well, and have helped link our commission 
with other boards. 

A lunch meeting with the Highway Users Federation--including 
representatives from the construction industry, AAA, Oregon 
Truckers Association, Farm Bureau and highway safety groups-- 
provided an opportunity for exchange between the commission 
and those who use our services. 

These efforts are helping to link our department and the 
commission, as well as link the public and our commission. The 
dividends are improved relationships. 


RETIREMENTS 


| was amazed when I saw a computer printout recently that 
indicates 350 employees are currently eligible for retirement. 

It’s tough to adjust to having so many of my longtime friends and 
coworkers retire and head for the so-called good life. 

I’m happy for them, but at the same time I’m sorry to see them 
leave. They will be missed, for they share in the knowledge and 
expertise that makes this department what it is today. 


GY Bebbnnew 
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CENTURY-OLD--This black walnut tree, of record-size and over a century 
old, is located on State Route 138, the Elkton-Sutherlin Highway. The giant 
Northern California walnut, noted in the American Forestry Association’s 
record book as the largest known tree of its species, is growing on highway 


right-of-way near Yellow Creek. 


amu Letters 


Helped on Highway Bill 


Robert Bothman, 
ODOT Director: 


Now that the Surface Transpor- 
tation Act has become law, | want 
to thank you for your assistance 
and the assistance of Dave Williams 
[policy analyst] in advising me and 
my staff during consideration and 
debate of the Highway Bill. 

Your guidance and expertise 
were valued highly and assisted me 
during the consideration of the 
Senate version of the Highway Bill. 
As you know, | considered that bill 
to be far superior to the bill finally 
passed by Congress. 

Although we may have dis- 
agreed about the wisdom of enact- 
ing H.R. 2 in its final form, | look 
forward to working with you to 
implement the new law. 

Kind regards. 


Mark O. Hatfield 
U.S. Senator 


Snow removal 


Robert Bothman, 
ODOT Director: 


| want to thank the Highway 
Division workers for their snow 
removal operations on Mount 
Hood this winter. 

| have skied and climbed on the 
mountain for the past 13 years. For 
the past two winters, | have worked 


at Mount Hood Meadows Ski Area. 
Because | work the swing shift, 
leave late at night on the weekend 
to go home. 

Because your crews have done 
such a good job in removing the 
snow from the highways, | have not 
had to put my tire chains on once 
this entire winter. Thanks a bunch. 


Patrick Sanderlin 
McMinnville 
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Delayed Highway Bill distrupts projects 


When Congress overrode Presi- 
dent Reagan’s veto of the so-called 
Highway Bill, Highway and Transit 
workers in Oregon breathed a sigh 
of relief. 

“Now we can get on with our 
work,” said State Highway Engineer 
Larry Rulien. 

An estimated $44 million worth 
of federally-funded highway proj- 
ects were delayed because of the 
lack of federal funds. 

With the passage of the Surface 
Transportation Assistance Act, or 
STAA, those projects can now be 
put out to bid. Contracts that 
would have been let from January 
through March of this year will now 
continue through June, Rulien said. 

The new STAA, a five-year bill 
that funds highway and mass tran- 
sit projects, replaces one that 
expired last September. Oregon 
will receive an estimated $142 mil- 
lion in federal highway funds this 
year, he said. 

The impact on the highway con- 


Celebration 


CELEBRATION, From Page 1 
On display at the La Grande 
show will be photos of new roads 
and bridges, a sign vandalism 
exhibit and an illegal drug display 
by local State Police officers. 


Salem: May 15 and 16 


The Lancaster Mall will host 
Salem’s NTW show May 15 and 16, 
beginning at 10 a.m. each day. 

On display will be a model of 
Salem’s Mission Street project and 
of downtown bridges. There will be 
a Computer-Aided Design and 
Drafting system in operation, dis- 
plays of drafting, survey and safety 
equipment and a booth by ODOT’s 
Transit Division. The Aeronautics 
Division also will be there with a 
model of an airport and a full-size 
aircraft engine. 

Joining ODOT will be the city of 
Salem with information on carpool 
matching services, parking enforce- 


Yard sale 
oo . 
to benefit 
scholars 

Donations are needed for a 
yard sale to benefit the Glenn 
Jackson Scholars fund, 

Anything ‘‘usable, reusable 
and clean” will be accepted in 
the Transportation Building 
lobby from May 1-29, accord- 
ing to Nancy Manning of the 
organizing committee. 

The sale will be held Satur- 
day, June 6, from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at Judson Middle School, 
4512 Jones Rd. SE, Salem. 
Proceeds generated from the 
sales will go directly to the 
Scholars fund, Manning said. 

Persons interested in donat- 
ing large items--tables and — 
chairs, for example--should | 
make advance arrangements by 
calling either Marie Elefante, 
ODOT Library, 378-6268, or 
Karen Roth, 378-5841 (mes- 


struction season will ‘‘not be a for- 
ever loss,’” Rulien said. ‘It hasn’t 
disrupted our work. It has just 
spread it out a little more.” 

While the delayed Highway Bill 
may not have disrupted the High- 
way Division’s work, it will place 
some pressure on contractors, 
according to Gary Potter, Program 
Section manager. 

Contractors will likely work 
overtime and use more equipment 
to compensate for the delayed con- 
struction season, he said. 

“This is a herky, jerky way to run 
a program,” he said. The STAA 
delay probably will force ‘higher 
project costs, higher prices overall 
and temporary equipment and 
material shortages.” 

Specifically, two highway proj- 
ects were delayed because of Con- 
gress’ inaction. They are: 

e A pavement rehabilitation 
project from the Corvallis-Lebanon 
interchange on Interstate 5 to the 
Halsey interchange, with an esti- 


ment and neighborhood associa- 
tions. 


Portland: May 15 


Highway Division’s Region 1 
crews will join Tri-Met and the Port 
of Portland for a May 15 celebra- 
tion at Pioneer Courthouse Square. 
A paint truck, electric reader board, 
road signs and survey equipment 
will be on display. 


Scholars. 


SCHOLARS, From Page 1 
maintenance workers can wear 
orange ODOT T-shirts because 
they comply with the division’s 
safety policy. 

An estimated 1,200 maintenance 
workers can now take advantage of 
that option, with the proceeds 
going to the Jackson Scholars fund. 

For each $7 T-shirt sold, $2.20 is 
applied to the Scholars fund; with 
the sale of a $13 sweatshirt, $5 goes 
to the fund. 

Potter said that, before launch- 
ing next year’s fund drive, the 
scholars committee will probably 
meet to agree on a 1988 campaign 
goal for ODOT employees. 

“We want to say to our employ- 
ees that, right from the beginning, 
we have a set amount to contrib- 
ute,” he said. 

Potter said he hopes to redouble 
efforts to solicit outside contribu- 
tions from the friends of Glenn 
Jackson and others next year. 

eo0e 

Thirty-three graduating high 
school seniors have applied for the 
two scholarships that will be 
awarded in May. 

The Oregon Scholarship Com- 
mission will rank the applicants and 
recommend several--probably less 
than one-half dozen--for personal 
interviews by the selection commit- 
tee in early May. 

eee 

State Highway Engineer Larry 
Rulien gave $501 this year, just so 
he could say he had given more 
than ODOT Director Bob Bothman 
and Potter, who contributed $500 
each. 


mated project cost of $20 million 
and extending 11.55 miles; and 

e Asecond pavement rehabilita- 
tion project on I-5 from the South 
Ashland interchange to the Califor- 
nia state line, with an estimated 
project cost of $20 million and an 
estimated length of 11.4 miles. 

Bids for the two projects were 
scheduled to be let in March and 
February, but were delayed to this 
month, Potter said. 

By comparison, Oregon’s Public 
Transit Division has been relatively 
untouched by the delayed STAA 
passage. 

Victor Dodier, Transit program 
manager, said a federally-funded 
grant program for elderly and 
handicapped capital equipment 


Run 


RUN, From Page 1 

Picnic in the Park ceremonies 
will end with a concert by the 
Judson Middle School band, tenta- 
tively on the west steps of the Cap- 
itol. 

Judson Middle School will host a 
Takraw exhibition game 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 13, according to 
Carey. Admission is $1 for persons 
over 15 years old, and proceeds will 
be used to offset expenses for visit- 
ing team members, substitute play- 
ers and officials. 

Carey urges all Salem-area 
ODOT employees and their fami- 
lies to attend Wednesday night’s 


purchases has been delayed. Vans, 
wheelchair lifts, small busses and 
mobile radio equipment can be 
purchased for private, non-profit 
corporations with this money, he 
said. Oregon will receive $446,440 
this year from the grant program. 

Second, Transit receives tech- 
nical studies grants from the federal 
government for its Salem staff sal- 
aries and supplies. In 1987, Transit 
will receive $55,000, or about 12 
percent of those total expenditures. 

Dodier said the delayed STAA 
set back construction on a bus 
maintenance facility in Eugene. The 
$9 million Lane Transit District proj- 
ect, 60-percent dependent on 
federal funds, will be delayed about 
year, he said. 


exhibition. Also, volunteers are 
needed to host visiting players. 
Contact Carey for details at 
378-5411. 

Later in National Transportation 
Week, on Saturday, May 16, will be 
the 10K Running Challenge and 
Two-mile Fun Run/Walk. 

The event is open to all ODOT 
employees, their families and 
friends. 

Janet Rees, ODOT’s health pro- 
gram coordinator, said the 10K run 
starts at 9 a.m. and that the two- 
mile run/walk starts at 9:45. 

To enter, call Rees at 378-8507 
or sign up on the day of the race. 


- News briefs 


Parks poll: 57 percent oppose any campsite fee hike 


Fifty-seven percent of those surveyed in an unofficial bean poll 
indicated they ‘‘would be upset” with a $2 increase in the Oregon 


State Park overnight camping fee. 


About 43 percent of the 5,414 voters indicated they would not be 
upset, The bean poll--in which voters pitch a bean in either one of 
two bean pots--was conducted at three recreation shows held 


_ earlier this year. 


Custom license plates capture Oregonians’ interest 


Custom license plates continue to capture the interest of Orego- 


nians. 


The Motor Vehicles Division receives about 100 applications a 
week for custom plates, costing $70 every two years. DMV screens 
each request, and refuses those that could offend people, accord- 
ing to Division Administrator Dave Moomaw. 


Records destruction saves space and money 


Last year, 4,233 cubic feet of records were destroyed. The result? 


More office floor space. 


If the records had been preserved, they would have consumed 
2,020 square feet of office space. The state saved $258,355 by 
destroying the active files, according to Virginia Carey, Records 


Management Unit manager. 


Parks employees, volunteers provide welcome 


About 60 Parks Division employees and volunteers greeted 
12,302 people at the Parks booth in four recreation shows held 


earlier this year. 


The volunteers, including camp hosts and retirees, worked as 
“unabashed advocates’ for Parks because they are familiar with, 
and supportive of its programs, said Monte Turner, Parks informa- 


tion officer. 


reer rere —— 


Parks surcharge proposals ignite debate 


The Parks Division hopes to avoid getting 
burned in a debate that is warming up in the 
Legislature about a $2 fee charged to out-of- 
state Campers. 

The 1977 Legislature created the so-called 
surcharge’ to equalize support of the park 
system between Oregonians and visitors from 
other states, and to generate more revenue. 

Oregonians support state parks through entry 
fees, recreation vehicle registration fees and a 
small portion of their income tax. Since Oregon 
has no sales tax, visitors to Oregon pay for parks 
only at the park entrance booth. 

“We have mixed feelings about the sur- 
charge,’”’ said Dave Talbot, Parks administrator. 
‘It’s a complex issue and we see many sides to 
it.” 

“It all boils down to a fiscal issue, really. The 
$2 fee generates nearly $900,000 per biennium 
for the division--about nine percent of the user 
fees we collect,” Talbot said. 

While the extra charge, understandably, has 
never been popular with nonresidents, Orego- 
nians like the idea. 

During the past year, however, with interest in 
tourism growing, several community leaders and 
chambers of commerce have voiced opposition 
to the fee, Talbot reported. 

It was the subject of many discussions at civic 
club and town hall meetings that Talbot 


attended last November on the Oregon Coast. 

“Those people believe the surcharge sends a 
negative message to tourists--that they’re really 
not welcome in Oregon,” he said. 

In response to this concern, legislators drafted 
four bills with various solutions. The only bill to 
receive attention was passed by the Senate 
Transportation Committee in April. The bill elim- 
inates the $2 fee and advises Parks to raise 
Oregonian camping fees to recover the lost reve- 
nue. 


While the extra charge, 
understandably, has never been 
popular with nonresidents, 
Oregonians like the idea. 


To prepare for expected questions from legis- 
lative committees, the division polled its employ- 
ees on the topic. ‘They are the people who deal 
with the upset out-of-state residents. We wanted 
to know their thoughts on the problem and some 
of the proposed solutions,” he said. 

Employees generally favored keeping the sur- 
charge and current fees. 

The division also is conducting an informal 
poll of people attending travel shows in Califor- 


nia and Washington. The survey asks their gen- 
eral response to the surcharge as well as specific 
alternatives that have been discussed. 

Parks staff have also continued surveys at 
public meetings and recreation vehicle shows 
around Oregon. 

“We find that Oregonians like the idea of the 
surcharge. Even during heated discussions on 
the coast when lots of people in the room com- 
plained loudly about the fee, we'd find that the 
silent majority marked on surveys that we should 
keep the extra charge,” Talbot said. 

The fee apparently isn’t driving too many non- 
residents away. Last summer, nearly 45 percent 
of state park campers were nonresidents. 

That leads to another problem for the division. 
If the surcharge is repealed and nonresidents 
flock to Oregon’s parks, Oregonians are likely to 
protest. They did, loudly, in the 1970s when 
nonresident campers accounted for more than 
60 percent of campers, and Oregonians were 
crowded out of their favorite campgrounds. 

But then the gasoline crisis, a recession and a 
new reservation system cut nonresident use 
nearly in half. 

‘“‘When the surcharge idea was first proposed, 
| never dreamed we would get such a strong 
reaction,” Talbot said. ‘‘We hope to find a solu- 
tion that will fix the problem without hurting the 
division or our customers too much.” 


Corporations are teaming 
with the Parks Division to spon- 
sor the second annual Com- 
pany’s Coming--Coastal Clean- 
up May 16. 

Fred Meyer Inc. printed 
posters to advertise the event, 
and U.S. Bank contributed 
$2,000 to purchase banners. 


COMPANY’S COMING--Cap’n 
Beware, the beach safety bear, 
will be on hand during the 
Coastal Cleanup May 16 in 
preparation for summer tour- 
ists. 


Highway’s safety program No. 1 


The Oregon State Highway Divi- 
sion won the Public Employer 
Award for its safety program at the 
state’s biennial Occupational Safety 
and Health Conference. 

The conference attracted 
approximately 2,200 participants 
from the public sector, each of 
them vying for 10 awards. 

Highway’s safety program, in 
place since the early 1950s, 
includes regular safety meetings, 
inspections, an emphasis on defen- 
sive driving, and training in first aid 
and cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

The program has had a two-fold 
benefit, according to Dave White of 
the Safety and Health Section: 

Since 1986, injuries have been 


Beach cleanup May 1 


The banners will hang in coastal 
communities to announce the 
event and direct volunteers to 
cleanup sites. 

Participants will receive free 
soft drink coupons donated by 
Taco Time International when 
they turn in filled litter bags. 

‘‘These contributions 
allowed the division to use its 
limited resources for the event 
to purchase litter bags, buttons 
for participants and hats for 
people staffing collection 
points,’’ said Pete Bond, 
beaches and trails coordinator. 

Anyone interested in staffing 
an access point the day of the 
cleanup should contact Bond. 
Persons wanting to participate 
in the event should report to 
most any coastal state park the 
morning of May 16. 

North coast coordinator for 
the event is Larry Strenke, Fort 
Stevens State Park. South coast 
coordinator is Pam Stevens, 
Sunset Bay State Park. A com- 
mittee of about a dozen Parks 
employees is involved in plan- 
ning the cleanup. 


| PUBLIC EMPLOYER SAFETY AWARD 
| 


PRESENTED TO 
OREGON DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 


FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION 
TO SAFETY AND HEALTH IN OREGON 


less frequent, saving taxpayer 
money by reduced insurance rates. 
The program has also enabled 
Highway employees to respond to 
roadside emergencies, ranging 
from minor first aid to actually 
reviving persons using CPR tech- 
niques, White said. 


6 | ODOTemployees urged 


to enter photo contest 


IN SIGHT--Photos of most any 
transportation-related subject will 
be accepted in the 1987 NTW Photo 
Contest. 


- Seat belt use is now required 
for all ODOT employees and 


their passengers in any vehicle 
used for department business. — 
The new policy applies to. 
state-owned, leased and rented 
vehicles, and to private vehicles _ 
used for state business. = 


The department-wide policy 
is designed to minimize vehi- 
d accidents, accord- 

ing to ODOT Director Bob © 


— cle-related acci 


~Bothman. 


We intend t 


take a more 
on traffic = es 


The deadline for entering the 
National Transportation Week 
Photo Contest is May 4. 

To be considered for the contest, 
entries must be postmarked by that 
date. 

All ODOT employees are eligi- 
ble, and encouraged, to enter. 

Any type of photo measuring 3 
'h-by-5 inches or larger relating to 
ODOT or to transportation in 
Oregon will be accepted. Entries 
will be judged together. The top 
three photos will be published in 
the June issue of VIA. 

Entries may be color or black- 
and-white prints, and they needn’t 
be mounted. 

Send photos to: Photo Contest, 
Room 140 Transportation Building, 
Salem 97310. Tape a card on the 
back of the print with your name, 
work address and phone. 

For more information, contact 
Andy Booz, V/A managing editor. 
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e@ Eight ‘fourth praders from 
Davis Elementary School 
recently broke ground for the 
Gresham-to-Portland light-rail 
line. 

- @Over 130 miles of Oregon’s 
highway system have slipped 
into the “very poor” rating, the 
lowest quality road category, 
over the past two years. 

@ Each of the Highway Divi- 
sion’s five regions was prepar- 
ing to celebrate National 
Transportation Week with dis-_ 
play information on ODOT’s 
divisions. The displays included 
models, bike exhibits, an air bag 
car and a “seat belt convincer.” 


eA Foduction of 50 to 100 
"employees, partly through attri- 
tion, was anticipated early in 
the 1977-79 biennium. Inflation 
and declining funds required 

changes in Operations, a con- 
_solidation in the Office of the 
Director and a redefined Policy 
and Program Development 
function. 

_ @ About 45 people attended 
the Transportation Commis- 
sion’s April meeting in Bend, the 
first outside the Salem or Port- 

' ea in ay years. 
photo showed 
yang stove Bridge — 


| Beane of damage ue marine | 
a Side or salt-water inhabi- 


PLANK ROAD-- This ohatieraph a a abil roude at Forest Grove was taken about 1913, the year the Highway 


Department was established. 


Highway to turn 75 in 1988 


It was 1913. 

Woodrow Wilson was inaugu- 
rated as president of the United 
States. 

And on Feb. 28 of that year, in 
Salem, an event of more local inter- 
est took place--the creation of what 
is today the Oregon State Highway 
Division. 

Plans are underway to celebrate 
the 75th “birthday” of the division 
in 1988, according to Don Adams, 
assistant state highway engineer 
and chairman of an anniversary 
steering committee. 

Other committee members are 
Rick Kuehn, region engineer in 
Portland; Gary Potter, Program 


Section manager; Cam Gilmour, 
Environmental Section manager; 
and John Sheldrake, maintenance 
operations engineer. 

“There will be plenty of oppor- 
tunities for everyone to get 
involved,’” Adams said. ‘“‘We want it 
to be a special observance for those 
interested in our history, tradition 
and values.” 

Adams invites all employees 
interested in helping plan or con- 
duct the observance to contact 
steering committee members. 

Volunteers are being actively 
solicited to help with tasks such as 
historical research, preparation of 
displays, photography, writing, 


The Capitol Scene... 


By George Bell 
Assistant Director 
Intergovernmental and 
Public Affairs 


Who would ever imagine that 
10 miles per hour--the difference 
between 55 mph and 65 mph-- 
could upset and anger so many 
people? But it has. 

The issue plagued Congress for 
months (years, actually), and 
when it was attached as a rider to 
the Surface Transportation Act, 
the wails and the hurrahs created 
a din unusual even for the Capitol. 

When U.S. DOT Secretary Eliz- 
abeth Dole announced her sup- 
port for 65 mph on rural interstate 
freeways, you'd have thought that 
(1) she’d renounced her chance at 
redemption, or that (2) she’d sud- 
denly elevated herself to celestial 
sisterhood. 

During the vote to override 
President Reagan’s veto of the so- 
called Highway Bill, it was clear 
the 65 mph issue was a factor in 
determining how some voted. 

What an issue. To hear some 
tell it, no self-respecting snail 
would travel at a mere 55 mph: 


You can’t get from here to there at 
that speed. Others will tell you 
that 65 mph is being secretly 
pushed by the morticians and 
auto junkyard dealers. 

Don’t get me wrong--l’m not 
making light. I’m just marveling 
that 10 mph could generate such 
emotion, such heated feelings, 
such different reading of statistics. 

In any case, thanks to Congress, 
the issue has come to Oregon and 
is furrowing brows right and left in 
the Capitol. 
. Governor 
Goldschmidt 
asked affected 
state agencies 
to give him 
their recom- 
mendations on 
the issue. The 
State Police, 
the Depart- 
ment of Energy 
and the Traffic 
Safety Commission quickly re- 
sponded with support for 
retaining the 55. 

The Highway Division 
responded carefully that it could 
support 65 mph if trucks were 


George Bell 


kept at 55 mph, and if a list of 
geographic exceptions were 
included. 

That led The Oregonian to edi- 
torialize that the ‘bureaucratic 
bandwagon” seemed to be “‘roll- 
ing at 55.” Since the governor was 
reportedly ‘‘leaning against’’ 
increasing the speed to 65, those 
answers may have been just what 
he was looking for. 


video production and others. Cur- 
rent or retired employees are 
encouraged to lend a hand. 

While specifics of the 75th anni- 
versary observance are still being 
sorted out, he said committee 
members have been discussing the 
following plans: 

e A commemorative publication 
that would trace, in pictures and 
words, the first 75 years; 

@ Historic displays at various 
locations; and 

e@ Observance of the birthday 
during other functions, such as 
National Transportation Week or 
the dedication of Interstate 82 near 
Pendleton. 


increasing the number of die-hard 
opponents. 

That remains to be seen. There 
are no good vote counts at this 
point, though lobbyists working 
for the mandatory seat belt bill tell 
me they have a “‘soft” majority in 
the House right now. 

Meanwhile, the reality of the 
situation on the state’s freeways is 
that a lot of drivers are doing 65 


To hear some tell it, no self-respecting snail 
would travel ata mere 55 mph: 
You can’t get from here to there 
at that speed. 


There are suggestions now (at 
this writing) that the 65 mph issue 
may be linked with the mandatory 
seat belt bill that has been lan- 
guishing in the House while pro- 
ponents try to scrape up 31 votes. 

It’s perhaps not a natural mar- 
riage of issues, but the combina- 
tion seems to have the prospect of 
attracting backers of each sepa- 
rate issue, while not necessarily 


mph or more right now. 

As State Highway Engineer 
Larry Rulien told the Transporta- 
tion Commission at its April meet- 
ing, if you’re not driving 65 mph, 
“you're in the way.” 

However it comes out--belted 
or unbelted, faster or slower--the 
10 mph issue is going to cause 
some bruised feelings in this legis- 
lative session. 
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Isabel Albright secretary 
award goes to Young 


Delia Young was so excited she 
had been chosen winner of the 
1987 Isabel Albright secretarial 
award that she left her acceptance 
speech in her purse. 

“I'm very excited. | mean, | really 
am excited,” she told the crowd of 
135 attending the annual awards 
ceremony. 

She might have been speech- 
less, but as she stepped down from 
the podium, her concluding com- 
ment hit the heart of Isabel Albright 
criteria. 

“Thank you so much,” she said. 
“Ill keep working hard.” 

For her selection from the group 
of eight finalists, she wins an all- 
expense paid trip out-of-state for a 
one-day seminar on the ‘‘Profes- 
sional Woman Manager,” accord- 
ing to Florence Neavoll of the 
award Selection Committee. 

The department-wide award was 
established in 1984 in honor of 
Isabel Albright, executive assistant 
to the late State Highway Engineer 
Scott Coulter. During her 30 years 
with the Highway Division, she 
demonstrated “outstanding secre- 


tarial skills, and 
her high degree 
of excellence 
was an inspira- 
tion to many,” 
Neavoll said. 

Young said 
she believes 
she was chosen 
simply for doing what’s needed 
in her work. No questions asked. 

“I've never gone by a position 
description,” she said. “I just do 
what's asked of me.” 

Young started with the State 
Highway Division 15 years ago as 
secretary in the state highway 
engineer’s office. 

Other finalists were: Rhonda 
Wolf, Equipment and Services Unit, 
Maintenance Section, Highway; 
Kathy Conrad, Region 1 Right of 
Way, Highway; Rosalie Roth, Road 
Design, Highway; Judith Cham- 
berlain, Honeyman State Park; 
Monica Majeski, Safety and Health 
Section, Central Services; Jean 
Sekerak, Personnel Services; and 
Joyce Yates, Driver Safety Section, 
Motor Vehicles. 


Delia Young 


Toastmasters 


Trans Toasters celebrates first year 


The TransToasters, a Salem- 


based Toastmaster club, cele- 


brated its first anniversary last 
month by demonstrating public 
speaking to its ODOT peers. 


About 50 ODOT employees 
attended the lunchtime pro- 
gram, and heard Del Hunting- 


ton of Road Design present a 
fictitious line of computer 


products, dubbed “It’s About 
Time.” - - 

Following a few brief 
speeches, State Highway 
Engineer Larry Rulien encour- 
aged other ODOT employees 
to join TransToasters, a depart- 
ment-sponsored club. 

Contact Wes Heidenreich, 
club president, for more infor- 
mation at 378-2950. 


Milwaukie Paragons granted charter 


A Toastmaster club in Mil- 
waukie was granted a charter 
recently, and its 20 members 
celebrated with a potluck. 

The Milwaukie Paragon 
Toastmasters heard Jon Wood- 
worth, district governor, 
encourage the club to continue 


Kenneth Berg, highway engineer 
4, Construction Section, Salem, 
retired in April after 36 years of 
service. 

Victor Berning, highway 
engineer 4, Road Design, Salem, 
retired in April after 34 years of 
service. 

Don Brandley, highway mainte- 
nance worker 2, District 13, La 
Grande, retired in March after 18 
years of service. 

Mollymae Brown, accountant 2, 
ODOT Finance, Salem, retired in 
March after 10 years of service. 

William Butts, engineering tech- 
nician 4, Road Design, Salem, 
retired in April after 29 years of 
service. 

Russell Calahan, highway main- 
tenance supervisor C, District 22, 


to grow through recruitment 
and retention. 

The group meets for a 
brown-bag lunch at noon 
Thursdays in the basement of 
the Region 1 Building Con- 
ference Room. Contact Gary 
McNeel at 653-3182. 


Seaside, retired in April after 30 
years of service. 

Elroy Carlisle, weighmaster, Per- 
mits and Weighmasters, Bend, 
retired in April after 30 years of 
service. 

Melvin Casselman, engineering 
technician 3, Road Design, Salem, 
retired in April after 16 years of 


Retired ODOT employees 
are asked to stop at headquar- 
ters, call 378-6546, or send 
summaries of recent activities 
to: VIA Editor, Public Affairs, 
140 Transportation Building 
Salem, OR 97310. — 


, 


Motor Vehicles Division 


Denise Akin, motor vehicle representative 
(MVR) 2, Beaverton, to MVR 3, Salem. 

Barbara Case, data entry operator to clerical 
specialist, Salem. 

Deborah Chastain, data entry operator to cler- 
ical specialist, Salem. 

John Driskel, clerical assistant to clerical spe- 
cialist, Salem. 

Janice Kelly, MVR 1 to MVR 2, Coos Bay. 

Patti McKeevar, clerical assistant to clerical spe- 
cialist, Salem. 

Mario Mendez, clerical assistant to data entry 
operator, Salem. 

Elizabeth Reed, data entry operator to clerical 
specialist, Salem. 

Sharon Safina, MVR 1 to MVR 2, McMinnville. 
Robert Wegener, MVR 1 to MVR 2, Bend. 
Christine Wilson, data entry operator to clerical 
specialist, Salem. 


Highway Division 


Michael Ames, carpenter to carpenter super- 
visor A, Milwaukie. 

Ernest Andrews, highway maintenance worker 
(HMW) 3 to highway maintenance foreman 
(HMF) 1, Silver Lake. 

Gerald Cottrell, engineering technician (ET) 2 to 
highway engineer (HE) 1, Salem. 

Joe Ferguson, HE 1 to HE 2, Beaverton. 

Roxann Haberlach, engineering aide (EA) to ET 
1, Portland. 

Mary Ketcham, clerical assistant to admin- 
istrative assistant, Salem. 

Betty Killsright, clerical assistant to clerical spe- 
cialist, Salem. 

Kevin Kinney, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Veneta. 
LeeAnn Linson, HMW 2 to highway mainte- 
nance office manager (HMOM), Milwaukie. 
Richard Marsh, EA to ET 1, Portland. 

E. N. McCallister, senior weighmaster to 
weighmaster supervisor, Woodburn. 

Pamela McCreight, clerical specialist to EA, 
Salem. 

Joseph Pecor, EA to ET 1, Salem. 

Natividad Sherman, EA to ET 1, Portland. 

Judy Streight, HMW 2 to HMOM, Coos Bay. 


Central Services Division 


LeeAnn Linson 
Highway Maintenance 
Office Manager 
Milwaukie 


“ 
¥ 


Elizabeth Reed 
DMV Clerical Specialist 
Salem 


Judy Streight 
Highway Maintenance 
Office Manager 

Coos Bay 


James Hessel, programmer to systems analyst, Salem. 

Cyndi Lennie, management assistant A to management assistant B, Salem. 
Nancy Manning, photocopyist to assistant photocopyist foreman, Salem. 
Elizabeth McIntyre, senior systems analyst to supervising systems specialist, 


Salem. 


Audrey Neufeld, systems analyst to senior systems analyst, Salem. 


service. 


Darrel Cox, highway engineer 1, 
Region 1, Portland, retired in April 
after 33 years of service. 

Ralph Delany, senior materials 
testing engineer, Materials Section, 
Salem, retired in April after 25 years 
of service. 

George “Bob” Dow, DMV pro- 
gram executive B, Grants Pass, will 
retire in May after 31-plus years of 
service. 

Raymond Grabner, highway 
maintenance worker 2, District 10, 
Madras, retired in April after 25 
years of service. 

John Groth, highway engineer 2, 
Road Design, Salem, retired in April 
after 30 years of service. 

Dennis Hayden, highway 
engineer 3, Program Section, 


Salem, retired in April after 35 years 
of service. 

Levi Johnson, highway mainte- 
nance worker 3, District 3, Santiam 
Junction, retired in April after 16 
years of service. 

Clifford Koenig, engineering 
technician 4, Program Section, 
Salem, retired in April after 34 years 
of service. 

Arthur Parkes, highway engineer 
3, Road Design, Salem, retired in 
April after 40 years of service. 

Donald Pizer, Parks program 
executive B, Region 2, Tillamook, 
retired in April after 26 years of 
service. 

William Williams, highway main- 
tenance worker 3, District 3, Salem, 
retired in April after 26 years of 
service. 
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Onthe joowitty Dennis Wiley _ 


By Andy Booz 
Managing Editor 


Dennis Wiley wants to unearth a 
town. 

When he accepted the job of 
historian at Champoeg State Park 
last fall, he learned two things: that 
Champoeg, site of the 1843 vote to 
form a provisional government, was 
a hotbed of history. Second, he 
found that it was mostly under- 
ground. 

Time and the catastrophic floods 
of 1861 and 1890 have all but 
erased Champoeg’s past. 

But things are looking up. 

With the passage of Senate Bill 
900 last month, Wiley may soon 
break ground that will allow 
Oregonians to rediscover Cham- 
poeg’s past. 

SB900--passed by unanimous 
vote to the tunes of a bagpipe 
player strolling the Senate aisles-- 
provides funds to study options for 
rebuilding the former town of 
Champoeg. 

Wiley wants to reconstruct the 
history, maybe even rebuild the 
town, with his sights set on finishing 
the project in time to commemo- 
rate the 150th anniversary of 
Oregon’s statehood in 1993. 

As Champoeg’s historian, he 
faces a challenge. Like a detective, 
he searches for sites with hidden, 
historical significance. 

“There’s a potential for inter- 
pretive history here that’s only 
been scratched at this point,” he 
says. Interpretive efforts have 
mainly focused on the Visitors Cen- 
ter and the annual Champoeg His- 
torical Pageant. 

Depending on the level of avail- 
able funding, development could 
range from marking the sites of his- 
toric structures and events to 
rebuilding the entire town site and 
operating it as a living history 
attraction similar to Williamsburg, 
Va. 

Wiley is leaning toward the latter 
option. 

Wiley grew up loving history. 

He recalls spending hours in the 
basement of his grandparents’ 1880 
home at age 10. He remembers 
peeking in chests and reading-- 
voraciously--about his family’s an- 
cestors. 


“That got me curious,” he says. 

Now he draws satisfaction from 
sharing his love for history. 

At Champoeg, Wiley gives tours 
at the Visitors Center. About four 
times each day, he steers school 
groups and others into the past, 
and tries to inspire them to relate 
Oregon’s history to the present. 

Because Champoeg’s structures 
may be hidden from view, the for- 
mer town’s historic importance 
may also be obscured to some vis- 
itors. To Wiley, that presents a small 
obstacle and a big challenge. 

Consider this situation: 

A busload of students from a 
Portland school file into the Visitors 
Center, each of them clutching a 
20-question worksheet on Cham- 
poeg’s past. After Wiley gives a 
quick introduction, a pair of girls 
edge up to his side and pry: ‘Can 
you give us the answers?” 

Dennis offers more questions in 


return. 

“I don’t let them get by without 
an effort,” he says. “I usually try to 
point them in the right direction.” 

But he admits that if the students 
continue to struggle with the ques- 
tions after giving it their best, he’ll 
give in and tell them. 

Another group, crowded around 
a table marked ‘‘Please Touch,” 
draws Wiley’s attention. One of the 
boys asks what the rusted piece of 
metal did in the time Champoeg 
was a town. 

More questions: ‘‘What’s it look 
like?’” Wiley asks. “If | put wax in 
here, what would it look like?”’ 

The students discover--more or 
less by themselves--that they are 
holding a candle mold. 

Making history come alive is a 
particular challenge for Wiley. 

‘What's fun for me is taking what 
can be a dry subject and getting 
people excited. If they aren't, they 


ANIMATING HISTORY.-Champoeg State Park Historian Denis Wiley 
makes the history come alive for school age children from All Saints School 
of Portland. The model depicts Champoeg as it might have appeared in the 


19th century. 


may just come in 
here and cruise 
through exhibits’ 

Wiley, a native of New Jersey, left 
the East Coast last fall because, he 
says, he got “really tired of the 
lifestyle and value system out there.” 

After graduating from a small 
Michigan college with a degree in 
natural history and education, he 
returned to the East Coast to work a 
succession of jobs for non-profit 
organizations -- and gathered ex- 
perience and exposure to history, 
administration and fund raising. 

Wiley says he ‘‘got kind of itchy 
to start working with kids,’’ so he 
sought a position that blends his 
talents as a historian, naturalist and 
teacher. 

At New Pond Farms in Central 
Pennsylvania, where he worked as 
director for three years, he lived 
with his family as caretaker of a 
100-acre farm dating back to the 
early 1800s. Together, they cared 
for the farm, the dairy cows and 
draft horses. 

And Dennis ‘‘did just about all 
the teaching and fund raising’ to 
develop the area’s historical value. 
Like Champoeg, most of the struc- 
tures--old Indian villages, for exam- 
ple--were underground. 

In one year, Wiley raised $10,000 
for restoration projects, established 
a ‘‘living history” program in which 
visitors could ride wagons, milk 
cows, work a cider press and, as 
Wiley says, ‘“‘“go stomping around in 
the wildflowers.’’ 

Going out and doing things-- 
making things happen--also keeps 
him busy with his family of four. 
Together with his wife, Grace, and 
his two children, ages 1 and 3, he 
regularly escapes to the country to 
go canoeing, hiking and bird 
watching. 

‘I like to take my kids out and get 
them stirred up. It’s so easy for kids 
not to see things, and you have to 
get them excited for them to take 
interest.”” 

And now, as Champoeg’s histo- 
rian, he wants to make the history 
come alive and be more accessible 
to the public. 

After all, he says, realizing, 
developing and animating history is 
his forte. 

“‘That’s why I’m here.” 


/7__ T_T ees Retirees report MAMAS Ss 


Birdie Rees, Salem, 
Right of Way, 1978. 

Birdie says she spends a good 
deal of her time traveling across the 
country visiting her three sons and 
four grandchildren. 

“| have one son in Atlanta who 
owns several flower shops,” she 
says. Two of her grandchildren live 
there, and she ; 
has another 
son who is an 
architect in 
Arkansas who 
also has two 
sons. 

Her third son 
lives in Eugene, " 
recently graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Oregon, and plans to 
marry in July. 

“In the meantime, | mow my 


secretary, 


lawn and work at the hospital as a 
volunteer for Telecare,’’ she says. 
Telecare is a service that monitors 
elderly shut-ins. ‘They call in every 
day to tell volunteers they are 
Okay.” 


Adrian Olson, Silverton, prelimi- 
nary design engineer, Final Design, 
1982. 

Other than visiting his grand- 
children, Adrian hasn’t had much 
time for the rest and relaxation 
that typically accompanies retire- 
ment. 

He and his wife, Dorothea, have 
kept busy recently with propagat- 
ing rhododendrons in their nursery, 
where they root and raise the plants 
to sell to growers. 

The couple has propagated 
185,000 rhododendrons so far, and 


has 200,000 more to go, Adrian 
says. Their work demands 12-hour 
days and keeps them at home. 


Dick Bladorn, Salem, highway 
engineer 3, Traffic Section, 1986. 

“I’m doing the things | want to 
do, not what | 
have to do to 
exist,’ Dick says. 

For .Diek, 
that means 
playing a key 
role in the 
Mobile Mis- 
sionary Assis- 
tance Program, or the MMAP. 

He describes the MMAP as a 
large, nondenominational group of 
retired couples who help rebuild 
churches and church camps. 

In volunteering for the MMAP, 


he travels three weeks at a time 
throughout the U.S., Canada and 
Mexico. 

So far, Dick says he’s content 
with retirement. 

“It’s a life that | really recom- 
mend,” he says. 


The Highway Retirees 
luncheon group will meet Tues- 
day, May 5, beginning at 11:30 

a.m. at Myrl’s Chuckwagon res- 
taurant, 2265 Lancaster Dr. 
N.E., near the Bi-Mart store. 

ODOT Director Bob Both- 

man will be the guest speaker, 
_ according to Vic Fryer, head of 
the group. 

-For more information, con- 
tact Fryer at 362-5207. 
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Dale Moffitt, Hwy. 
Maintenance Worker 4 
Salem 


Dale Moffitt 


It depends on what mood 
the public’s in, whether 
they’re happy with you or 
not. You know, a flagger 
may stop traffic for a 
while, and they’re mad at 
you. But then when you 
fix a pothole, they like 
you again. 


Bob McNeil, 
Hwy. 

Senior Heavy 
Equipment 
Mechanic jg 

La Grande 
Equipment Shop N 


B,J. Mitchell 


Oregonians truly 
appreciate ODOT, its 
employees and their 
efforts to keep Oregon 
No. 1. Our clean 
highways, rest areas and 
parks seem to reflect the 
image that most 
Oregonians hold with 
almost a reverence. Of 
course, people see us 
more, and maybe that’s 
why we’re so well liked. 


Ken Freese, Hwy. 
Maintenance 
Foreman 1 
Lakeview Maintenance 


Ken Freese 


From the Highway 
Division’s standpoint, 
most of the public thinks 
our jobs are pretty easy 
and that we’re overpaid. 
But | don’t think they 
understand how much 
work there is and how 
much we’re paid. | think 
the majority of people 
appreciate it when we 
clean the snow off the 
road and such, even 
though people 
occasionally poke fun at 
Highway workers. 


ie 


B.J. Mitchell, 
Parks ae 
Park 
Manager A 
Washburne 
State Park 


Bob McNeil 


| think they feel pretty 
good about our 
employees and the 
systems we have. We've 
had situations where we 
stop and help the public 
when we can, and | think 
that helps. Of course, 
there always are a select 
few who don’t think 
much of us. But | think 
the people have a pretty 
good feeling about the 
department overall. 


Joan White, DMV 
Office Manager 
Hillsboro Field Office 


: A £ - \ we ‘ ’ : 
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Helen Lao, C.S. 


Systems Analyst 
Internal Audit, Salem 


Helen Lao 


| think most Oregonians 
appreciate ODOT’s 
efforts to maintain 
smooth roads, safe 
bridges and clean parks. 
But most people don’t get 
to see the work being 
done in the ODOT office 
by accountants, drafters, 
programmers, auditors 
and others. | think this 
has caused Oregonians to 
have a negative attitude 
toward ODOT because 
they don’t know what 
we're doing. 


Joan White 


| think the majority of the 
people think we are 
doing a good job 
considering the continual 
change in our work load. 
Although there are a few 
who will be upset with 
the department no matter 
what we do, | suppose we 
can’t please everyone. 


L Ron Hort, Parks 


Joe Davis, Parks 

District Park Manager 

Honeyman State Park 
MR RD a 


How do you think — 


Oregonians feel about ODOT 


and its employees? 


at 


__ Region 3 Supervisor 
Ti Coos Bay 


Ron Hjort 


| think the public and the 
people from out-of-state 
appreciate the employees 
and our mission. We 
regularly get letters that 
tell how our people have 
stopped on a highway 
and helped stranded 
motorists. Not many 
people take the time to 
write in and say thank 
you, but those who do 
seem to represent a 
majority, | think. 
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’ Dan Visser, Hwy. 
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Dan Visser 


lf ODOT employees do 
the best job they can, the 
public will respond 
favorably to them. | 
know, for instance, that if 
someone’s disrespectful 
to people coming 
through a toll, the public 
also will become 
disrespectful after a 
while. There may be 
some exceptions, but | 
think the public feels 
pretty good about ODOT 
and its employees. 


ve 
at 


Ann Gooley, 
Public Transit 
Office Manager 
_ Salem 
Joe Davis Ann Gooley 


| think they realize we 
have a good 
organization, and they’re 
generally pretty 
supportive of Parks. But, 
in my opinion, the public 
doesn’t really connect 
Parks with ODOT. They 
tend to think of us as the 
state’s parks. I'll bet there 
are few people who can 
name all of ODOT’s 
divisions. 


| think people see ODOT 
as the Highway Division, 
specifically, and that they 
don’t understand it has 
five other divisions. | 
suppose some of the 
public likes the 
department while others 
don’t. Our impression of 
how the public views 
ODOT probably depends 
on where we work, in 
what division. 


